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JEREMIAH XX111. 6. 


This is his name, whereby he ſhall be called, Tat 
Lord our RIGHTEOUSNEes, 


\ 


1. XK OW dreadful, and how innumerable 
A* * are the conteſts, which have ariſen 
£1 2% about religion? And not only among 
vs . w the children of this world, among 

thoſe who knew not what true religion was; but 

even among the children of Gop, thoſe who had 
experienced the kingdom of Goh within them, who 
had taſted of righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the 

Holy Ghoſt. How many of theſe in all ages, in- 

ſtead of joining together againſt the common enemy, 

have turned their weapons againſt each other, and 
ſo not only waſted their precious time, but hurt 
one anothers ſpirits, weakened each others hands, 
and fo hindered the great work of their coinmon 

Maſter ! How many of the weak have hereby been 

offended ? How many of the lame turned out of the 

way © How many ſinners confirmed in their diſre- 

gard of all religion, and their contempt of thoſe 

that profeſs it? And how many of the excellent one 

upon earth have been conſtrained to weep in ſecret 
places 

2. What would not every lover of Gop and his 

3 neighbour 
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neighbour do, what would he not ſuffer to remedy 
this fore evil? To remove contention from the 
children of God ? To reftore or preſerve peace 
among them ? What but a good conſcience would 
he think too dear to part with, in order to promote 
this valuable end? And ſuppoſe we cannot make 
theſe wars to ceaſe in all the world, ſuppoſe we can- 
not reconcile all the children of God to each other, 
however let each do what he can, let him contri- 
bute if it be but two mites toward it, Happy are 
they who are able in any degree to promote peace 
and good will among men] Eſpecially among good 
men; among thoſc that are all liſted under the ban- 
ner of the Prince of Peace; and are therefore pecu— 
liarly engaged, as much as lies in them, to live pea- 
ceably with all men. 

3. It would be a conſiderable ſtep toward this 
giorious end, if ve could bring good men to un- 
derſtand one another. Abundance of diiputes ariſe 
purely from the want of this, from mere miſap- 
prehenſion. Frequently neither of the contend- 
ing parties underſtands what his opponent means; 
whence it follows, that each violently attacks the 
other while there is no real difterence between 
them. And yet it is not always an eaſy matter, 
to convince them cf this. Particularly when their 

aſſions are moved: it is then attended with the 
utmoſt difficulty. However it is not impoſſible: 
eſpecially when we attempt it, not truſting in our- 
ſelves, but having all our depencance upon Him, 
with whom all things are poſſtble. How ſoon is 
He able to diſperſe the cloud, to ſhine upon their 
hearts, and to enable them, both to underſtand 

each other, and the truth as it is in Jeſus ! 
4. One very conſiderable article of this truth is 
contained in the words above recited, This 1s his 
name, 
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name, whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord our 
righteouſneſs : A truth this, which enters deep into 


the nature of chriſtianity, and in a manner ſup- 


ports the whole frame of it. Of this undoubtedly 
may be affirmed, what Luther affirms of a truth 
cloſely connected with it, it is Articulus ſlantis vel 
cadentts eccleſiæ: The chriſtian church ſtands or 
falls with it. It is certainly the pillar and ground 
of that faith, of which alone cometh ſalvation : 
Of that catholic or univerſal faith, which is found 
in all the children of God, and which, ** unleſs a 
„man keep whole and undefiled, without doubt 
&« he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly.” 

5. Might not one therefore reaſonably expect, 
that however they differed in others, all thoſe who 
name the name of Chriſt, ſhould agree in this 
point? But how far is this from being the caſe ? 
There is ſcarce any whercin they, are { little 
agreed: wherein thoſe who all proieſs to follow 
Chriſt, ſeem ſo widely and irreconcilcably to differ. 
I fay feem ; becauſe I am throughly convinced, 
That many of them only ſeem to differ. The 
diſagreement is more in words than in ſentiments : 
They are much nearer in judgment than in lan— 
guage. And a wide difference in language there 
certainly is, not only between proteſtants and pa- 
piſts, but between proteſtant and proteſtant; yea, 
even between thoſe who all believe juſtification by 
faith ; who agree, as well in this, as every other 
fundamental doctrine of the goſpel. 1 

6. But if che difference be more in ↄpinian than 
real experience, and more in expreſſion than in opinien, 
how can it be, that even the children of Gop thould 
ſo vehemently contend with each other on the 
point ? Several reaſons may be aſſigned for this ; 
the chief is their not underſtanding one another; 
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joined with too keen an attachment to their opini- 
ans, and particular modes of expreſſion. 


In order to remove this, at leaſt in ſome mea- 
ae, in order to our underſtanding one another on 
this head, I ſhall by the help of Gop endeavour to 
ſhew, 


I. What is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 


II. When, and in what ſenſe, it is imputed te 
us: 


And conclude with a ſhort and plain application. 


And I. W hat is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ? It 
is two-fold, either his divine or his human righte- 
ouſneſs. 


1. His divine righteouſneſs belongs to his divine 
nature, as he is O w» He that exiſteth, over all, 
Gop, bleſſed for ever The ſupreme, the eternal: 
« Equal with the Father, as touching his God- 
head, tho” inferior to the Father, as touching his 
* manhood.” Now this is his eternal, eſſential, 
immutable holineſs ; his infinite juſtice, mercy and 
truth : In all which He and the Father are one. 

But I do not apprehend that the divine righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, is immediately concerned in the 
preſent queſtion. I believe few, if any, do now 
contend, for the imputation of this righteouſneſs to 
us. Whoever believes the doctrine of imputation, 
underſtand it chiefly, if not ſolely of his human 
righteouſneſs. : | 

2. The human righteouſneſs of Chriſt, belongs to 
him in his human nature; as he is the mediator be- 
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tween Gop and man, the man Chriſt Jef 
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eſur. This is 
either internal or external, His internal righteouſ- 
neſs is the image of God, ſtampt on every power 
and faculty of his ſoul. It is a copy of his divine 
righteouſneſs, ſo far as it can be imparted to an hu- 
man ſpirit. It is a tranſcript of the divine purity, 
the divine juſtice, mercy and truth. It includes 
love, reverence, reſignation to his Father; humi- 
lity, meekneſs, gentleneſs ; love to loſt mankind, 
and every other holy and heavenly temper : And 
all theſe in the higheſt degree, without any de- 
fet, or mixture of unholineſs. 

3. It was the leaſt part of his external righteouſneſs, 
that he did nothing amiſs ; that he knew no out- 
ward fin of any kind, neither was guile found in bis 
mouth : That he never ſpoke one improper word, 
nor did one improper action. Thus far it is only a 
negative righteouſneſs, tho' ſuch an one as never 
did, nor ever can belong to any one that is born 
of a woman, ſave himſelf alone. But even his 
outward righteouſneſs was po/itzve too. He did all 
things well, In every word of his tongue, in every 
work of his hands, he did preciſely the w:!! of him 
that ſent him. In the whole courſe of his lite, he 
did the will of Gop off earth, as the angels do it 
in heaven. All he acted and ſpoke was exactly 
right in every circumſtance. The whole and every 
part of his obedience was complete. He fuifilled all 
righteouſneſs, 

4. But his obedience implied more than all this: 
It implied not only doing, but ſuffering : ſuffering 
the whole will of Gon, from the time he came 
into the world, *till he bore our ins in his own lad 
upon the tree: Vea, till having made a full atonc- 
ment for them, He bowed his head, and gave up 
tie ghoſt, This is uſually termed the paſſtve righ- 

5 teoulneſs 


1510 


tevuſneſs of Chriſt, the former, his ative righte-* 


oulnels. But as the active and paſſive righteouſ- 
neis of Chriſt were never in fact ſeparated from 
each other, ſo we never need ſeparate them at all 
either in ſpeaking or even in thinking. And it is 
with regard to both theſe conjuintly, that Jeſus is 
called The Lord our 11goteouſneſs. 


IT. But when is it, that any of us may truly ſay, 


The Lord our righteouſneſs ? In other words, When 
is it that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is inputed to us, 
and in what ſenſe is it imputed ? 


1. Look thro' all the world, and all the men 
therein are cither believers or unbelievers. The 
füſt thing then which admits of no diſpute among 
reaſonable men is this: Jo all believers the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed ; to unbelievers it is 
not. 


„But when is it imputed ?? When they be- 


lieve. In that very hour the righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt is theirs. It is imputed to every one that 
believes, as ſoon as he believes: faith and the 
1ighteouſneſs of Chriſt are inſeparable. For if he 
believes according to ſcripture, he believes in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. There is no true faith, 
that is, juſtifying faith, which hath not the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt fer its object. 

2. It is true, believers may not all ſpeak alike ; 
they may not all uſe the ſame language. It is not 
to be expected that they ſhould : we cannot rea- 
fonably require it of them. A thouſand circum- 
{tances may cauſe them to vary from each other, 
in the manner of expreſſing themſelves. But a dif- 
ference of expreſſion does not neceſlarily imply a 
difference of ſentiment. Different perſons may uſe 


different 


1 
* 


— 


EIT 0 


different expreſſions, and yet mean the ſame thing. 
Nothing is more common than this, although we 
ſeldom make ſufficient allowance for it. Nay, it 
is not eaſy for the ſame perſons, when they ſpeak 
of the ſame thing at a conſiderable diſtance of time, 
to uſe exactly the ſame expreſſions, even though 
they retain the ſame ſentiments. How then can 
we be rigorous, in requiring others, to uſe juſt the 
ſame expreſſions with us ? 

3. We may go a ſtep farther yet. Men may 
cCiffer from us, in their opinions as well as their 
expreſſions, and nevertheleſs be partakers with us, 
of the ſame precious faith. Tis poſſible they ma 
not have a di/tine? apprehenſzon, of the very bleſing 
which they enjoy. Their ideas may not be ſo clear, 
and yet their experience may be as ſound as ours, 
There is a wide difference between the natural fa- 

culties of men, their underſtandings, in particular, 
And that difference is exceedingly increaſed, by 
the manner of their education. Indeed this alone 
may-occaſion an inconceivable difference, in their 
opinions of various kinds. And why not, upon 
this head, as well as on any other? But ſtill, 

though their opinions as well as expreſhons, may 
be confuſed and inaccurate, their hearts may cleave 

to Gop through the Son of his love, and be truly. 
intereſted in his rightcouſneſs. . 

4. Let us then make all that allowance to others, 
which were we in their place, we ſhould deſire for 
ourſelves. Who is ignorant (to touch again on 
that circumſtance only) of the amazing power of 
education? And Who that knows it, can expect, 
ſuppoſe, a member of the church of Rome, either 
to think or ſpeak clearly on this ſubject? And yet 
if we had heard even dying Bellarmine cry out, 
when he was aſked, ** Unto "which ef the ſaints wilt 
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thou turn? e Fidere meritis Chriſti tutiſſimum; It 


is ſafoſt to truſt in the merits of Chriſt :? Would 
we have affirm'd, That notwithſtanding his wrong 
opinions, he had no ſhare in his righteouſneſs ? 

5. But in what ſenſe is this righteouſneſs im- 
puted to believers ?” In this: All believers are 
forgiven and accepted, not for the ſake of any thing 
in them, or of any thing that ever was, that is, or 
ever can be done by them, but wholly and ſolely 
for the ſake of what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 
for them. I ſay again, not for the ſake of any 
thinz in them or done by them, of their own righ- 
teoutneſs or works. Net fer works of righteouſneſs 
which we have done, but of his own mercy he ſaved us. 
By grace ye are ſaved thro faith, Not of works, left 
any man ſhould bol: But wholly and ſolely for the 
ſake of what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for us. 
e are ju/tified freely, by his grace, thro” the redemp- 
tion that is in Chriſt Feſus. And this is not only the 
means of our obtaining the favour of Gop, but of 
our Continuing therein. It is thus we come to 
God at firſt : It is by the ſame we come unto him 
ever after, We walk in one and the ſame new 
and living way, till our ſpirit returns to Gop. 

6. And this is the doctrine, which I have con- 
ſtantly believed and taught, for near eight and 
twenty years. This I publiſhed to all the world in 
the year 1738, and ten or twelve times ſince, in 
thoſe words, and many others to the ſame effect, 
extracted from the homilies of our church. 
<« Theſe things muſt neceſſarily go together in our 
juſtification, upon God's part his great mercy and 
grace, upon Chriſt's part, the ſatisfaction of God's 


juſtice, and on our part, faith in the merits of 


Chriſt. * So that the grace of Gon doth not ſhut 
out the righteouſtleſs of God in our juſtification, 
but 
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but only ſhutteth out the righteouſneſs of man, as 
to deſerving our juſtification.” | 

«© That we are juſtified by faith alone, is ſpoken 
to take away clearly all merit of our works, and 
wholly to aſcribe the merit and deſerving of our 
juſtification to Chriſt only. Our juſtification 
comes freely of the mere mercy of Gop. For 
whereas all the world was not able to pay any part 
toward our ranſom, it pleaſed him, without any 
of our deſerving, to prepare for us Chriſt's body 
and blood, whereby our ranſom might be paid, 
and his juſtice ſatisfied, Chriſt therefore is now 
the righteouſneſs of all them that truly believe in 
him.” 

7. The hymns publiſhed a year or two aſter 
this, and fince republiſhed ſeveral times {a clear 
teſtimony that my judgment was ſtill the ſame) 
ſpeak full to the ſame purpoſe. To cite all the 
paſſages to this effect, would be to tranſcrib2 a 
great part of the volumes. Take one for all, 
which was reprinted ſeven years ago, five years 
ago, two years ago, and ſome months ſince. 


&« Jeſu, thy blood and righteouſneſs 
My beauty are, my glorious drels : 
Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array'd 
With joy ſhall I lift up mine head.” 


The whole expreſſes the ſame ſentiment from the 
beginning to the end. 

8. In the ſermon on juſtification publiſhed nine- 
teen and again feven or eight years ago, I expreſs 
the ſame thing in theſe words, p. 87. © In con- 
ſideration of this, that the ſon of GoD hath ed 
death for every man, GoD hath now recenciled the 
warld unto himſelf, not imputing to them their former 


treſpaſſes. 
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treſpaſſes. So that for the ſake of his well-beloved' 


Son, of What he hath done and ſuffered for us, 
Gop now vouchſafes on one only condition (which 
himſelf alſo enables us to perform) both to remit 
the puniſhment due to our ſins, to re · inſtate us in 
his favour, and to reſtore our dead ſouls to ſpiritual 
life, as the earneſt of life eternal, 

9. This is more Jargely and particularly expreſ- 
ſed in the treatiſe on juſtification, which I pub- 
liſhed laſt year. If we take the phraſe of wnpu- 
ting ChriſPs righteouſneſs, for the beſtowing (as it 
were) the ri;hteouſneſs of Chriſt, including his 
obedience, as well paſſive as active in the return of 
it; that is, in the privileges, bleſſings and bene- 
fits purchaſed by it: ſo a believer may be ſaid to 
be juſtified, by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed. 
The meaning is, Goy juſtities the believer, for 
the ſak: of Chriſt's rigbteouſneſs, and not for any 
righteouſneſs of his own. So Calvin (Inſtit. J. 2. 
c. 17.) „Chriſt by his obedience procured and 
merited for us grace or favour with Gop the Fa- 
ther.” Again, „Chriſt by his obedience procured 
or purchaſed righteouſneſs for us.” And yet 
again: * All ſuch expreflions as theſe, That we 
are juſtified by the grace of Gop, that Chriſt is 
our righteouſneſs, that righteouſneſs was procured 
for us by the death and reſurrection of Chriſt, im- 
port the ſame thing :” Namely, that the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, both his active and paſſive righ- 
teouſneſs, is the meritorious cauſe of our juſtifi- 
cation, and have procured for us at Gop's hand, 
that upon our believing, we ſhould be accounted 
righteous by him.“ p. 5 

10. But perhaps ſome will object, “ Nay, but 
you afirm, that faith is imputed to us for righteouſ- 


neſs.” 
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nfs.” St. Paul affirms this over and over; there- 
fore I affirm it too. Faith is imputed for righte- 
ouſneſs to every believer; namely, faith in the 
rizhteouſneſs of Chriſt. But this is exactly the 
ſame thing, which has been ſaid before. For by 
that expreſſion, I mean neither more nor leſs, 
than that we are juſtified by faith, not by works: 
Or that every believer is forgiven and accepted, 
merely for the ſake of what Chtiſt has done and 
ſuffered. 

11. But is not a believer, inveſted or cloath- 
ed with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ??” Undoubtedly 
he is. And accordingly the words before recited, 
are the language of every believing heart, 


&« Jeſu, thy blood and righteouſneſs 
My beauty are, my glorious dreſs.” 


That is, for the ſake of thy active and paſſive 
rizhteouſneſs, I am forgiven and accepted of 
God. 

% But muſt not we put off the filthy rags of 


our own righteouſneſs, before we can put on. 


the ſpotleſs righteouſneſs of Chriſt??? Certainly we 
muſt; that is, in plain terms, we muſt repent, 
before we can believe the goſp:l, We muſt be cut 
off from dependence upon ourſelves, before we 
can truly depend upon Chriſt. We muſt caſt 
away all confidence in our own righteouſneſs, or 


we cannot have a true confidence in His. 'Till 


we are Gelivered from truſting in any thing that 
we do, we cannct throughly truſt in what he has 
done and ſuffered, Firſt we receive the ſentence 9 
death in ourſelves; then we truſt in him that lived 
and died for us. 
12. But do not you believe inherent righte- 
ouſneſs?” Yes, in its proper place: Not as the 
ground 
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ground of our acceptance with Gon, but as the 
fruit of it: Not in the place of imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, but as conſequent upon it. That is, I be- 
lieve GoD implants righteouſneſs, in every one to 
whom he has imputed it. I believe Jeſus Chrift is 
made of GoD unto us ſanctiſication, as well as righ- 
teouſneſs : or, that God ſanctifies, as well as 
juſtifies, all them that believe in him. They to 
whom the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed, are 
made righteous by the ſpirit of Chriſt, are renewed 
in the image of God, after the likeneſs wherein they 
were created, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 

13. But do not you put faith in the room of 
Chritt, or of his righteouſneſs ?” By no means. I 
take particular care to put each of theſe in its pro- 
per place. The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the 
whole and ſole foundation of all our hope. It is 
by faith that the Holy Ghoſt enables us, to build 
upon this foundation. God gives this faith. In 
that moment we are accepted of God : and yet, 
not for the ſake of that faith, but of what Chriſt 
has done and ſuffered for us. You ſee, each of 
theſe has its proper place, and neither claſhes with 
the other : We believe, we love; we endeavour 
to walk in all the commandments of the Lord 
blameleſs. Yet, 


While thus we beſtow 
Our moments below, 
Ourſelves we forſake, 
And refuge in Jeſus's righteouſneſs take, 
His paſſion alone, 
The foundation we own : 
And pardon we claim, 
And eternal redemption in Jeſus's name. 


14. I 


F 


1 


14. I therefore no more deny the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, then I deny the Godhead of Chriſt. 
And a man may full as juſtly: charge me with de- 
nying the one as the other. Neither do I deny 
imputed righteouſneſs: This is another unkind and 
unjuſt accuſation. I always did, and do ſtill con- 
tinually affirm, That the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is imputed to every believer. But who do deny 
it? Why all infidels, whether baptized or unbap- 
tized: all who affirm the glorious goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be a cunningly deviſed fable. 
All Socinians and Arians; all who deny the ſupreme 
Godhead of the Lord that bought them. They of 
conſequence deny his divine righteouſneſs, as they 
ſuppoſe him to be a mere creature. And they 
deny his human righteouſneſs, as imputed to any 
man, ſeeing they believe every one is accepted for 
his own righteouſneſs. 

15. The human righteouſneſs of Chriſt, at 
leaſt the imputation of it, as the whole and ſole 
meritorious cauſe, of the juſtification of a ſinner 
before Gop, is likewiſe denyed by the members of 
the church of Rome: by all of them who are 
true to the principles of their own church. But 
undoubtedly there are many among them, whoſe 
experience goes beyond their principles. Who, 
tho” they are far from expreſſing themſelves juſtly, 
yet feel what they know not how to expreſs. Yea, 
although their conceptions of this great truth, be 
as crude as their expreſſions, yet with their heart 
they believe; they reſt on Chriſt alone, both unto 
preſent and eternal ſalvation. 

16. With theſe we may rank thoſe, even in the 
reformed churches, who are uſually termed A4 
zics, One of the chief of theſe in the preſent cen- 
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tury (at leaſt in England} was Mr. Law. It is 
well known that he abſolutely and zealouſly de- 
nied, the imputation of the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt: As zealouſly as Robert Barclay, who 
ſcruples not to ſay. ** Imputed righteouſneſs, im- 
puted nonſenſe !” The body of the people known 
by the name of Quakers, eſpouſe the ſame ſen- 
timent. Nay, the generality of thoſe who pro- 
feſs themſelves members of the church of England, 
are either totally ignorant of the matter, and know 
nothing about imputed righteouſneſs, or deny this 
and juſtification by faith together, as deſtructive of 
good works. To theſe we may add a conſiderable 
number of the people vulgarly ſtiled Anabaptiſts, 
together with thouſands of Prefbyterians and In- 
dependents, lately enlightned by the writings of 
Dr. Taylor. On the laſt I am not called to paſs 
any ſentence: I leave them to Him that made 
them. But will any one dare to affirm, That all 
Myftics, (ſuch as was Mr. Law in particular) all 
Quakers, all Preſbyterians or Independents, and all 
members of the church of England, who are not 
clear in their opinions or expreſſions, ae void of 
all chriſtian experience? That conſequently they 
are all in a ſtate of damnation, without hape, with- 
out Go in the wirld? However confuſed their 
ideas may be, however improper their language, 
may there not be many of them whoſe heart is 
rigbt toward Gon, and who effectually know the 
Lord our righteouſneſs. 

17. But bletied be Gop, we are not among 
thoſe who are ſo dark in their conceptions and ex- 
preſſions. We no more deny the phraje than the 
thing; but we are unwilling to ebtrude it on other 
men. Let them uſe either this or ſuch other ex- 
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preſſions as they judge to be more exactly ſeriptu- 
ral, provided their heart reſts only on what Chriſt 
hath done and ſuftered, for pardon, grace, and 
glory. I cannot expreſs this better than in Mr. 
Hervey's words, worthy to be wrote in letters of 
gold, We are not ſolicitous as to any partteuuar 


fet of phraſes. Only let men be humbled as re- 


penting criminals at Chriſt's feet, let them rely as 


devoted penſioners on his merits, and they 


are undoubtedly in the way to a bleſied immor- 
tality.“ | 

8 Is there any need, is there any poſſibility of 
ſaying more? Let us only abide by this declaration, 
and all the contention about this or that particular 
phraſe is torn up by the roots. Keep to this: 
„All who are humbled as repenting criminals at 
Chriſt's feet, and rely as devoted penfioners on his 
merits, are in the way to a blefled immortality :” 
And what room for diſpute? Who denies this ? 
Do not we all meet on this ground? What then 
ſhall we wrangle about? A man of peace here 
propoſes terms of accommodation to all contend- 
ing parties. We deſire no better. We accept of 
the terms, We ſubſcribe to them with heart and 
hand. Whoever refuſes ſo to do, ſet a mark upon 
that man! He is an enemy of peace, and a 
troubler of Ifrael, a diſturber of the church of 
Gop. 

19. In the mean time, what we are afraid of is 
this; leſt any ſhould uſe the phraſe, “„ The 
righteouſneſs of Chriit,” or, * The righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt is 7m#puted to me, as a cover tor his un- 
righteouſneſs. We have known this done a 
thouſand times, A man has been reproved, ſup- 

pole, 
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poſe, for drunkenneſs. „O, ſaid he, I pretend 
to no righteouſneſs of my own: Chriſt is my righ- 
teouſneſs.” Another has been told, that the ex- 
tortioner, the unjuſt, ſhall not inherit the king- 
dom of Gop. He replies with all aſſurance. ** I 
am. unjuft in myſelf, but I have a ſpotleſs righte- 
ouſneſs in Chriſt.” And thus though a man be as 
far from the practice as from the tempers of a 
Chriſtian, though he neither has the mind which 
was in Chriſt, nor in any reſpe& walks as he walk- 
ed, yet he has armour of proof againſt all con- 
viction, in what he calls the righteouſneſs of 
Chrift. 

20. It is the ſeeing ſo many deplorable inſtances 
of this kind, which makes us ſparing in the ule 
of theſe expreſſions. And I cannot but call upon 
all of you, who uſe them frequently, and beſeech 
you in the name of Gop our Saviour, whoſe you 
are and whom you ſerve, earneſtly to guard all 
that hear you, againſt this accurſed abuſe of it. O 
warn them (it may be they will hear your voice) 
againſt continuing in ſin that grace may abound! 
Warn them againſt making Chriſt the miniſter of ſin ! 
Againſt making void that folemn decree of Gop, 


without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, by a vain 


imagination ot being holy in Chriſt. O warn them, 


thatif they remain unrighteous, the righteouſneſs + 


of Chriſt will profit them nothing! Cry aloud, 
(Is there not a cauſe ?) that for this very end the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to us, that the 
righteouſneſs of the Inw may be fulfilled in us, and that 
we may live ſoberly, righteoufly, and gadly in this 
preſent world, 


It 
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It remains only, to make a ſhort and plain ap- 
plication. And firſt I would addreſs myſelf to you, 
who violently oppoſe theſe expreſſions, and are 
ready to condemn all that uſe them as Antinomi- 
ans. But is not this bending the bow too much 
the other way ? Why ſhould you condemn all who 
do not ſpeak juſt as you do? Why ſhould you 
quarrel with dos, for uſing the phraſes they like, 
any more than they with you, for taking the ſame 
liberty? Orif they do quarrel with you upon that 
account, do not imitate the bigotry which you 
blame. At leaſt allow them the liberty, which 
they ought to allow ye And why ſhould you be 
angry at an Expreſſun? O, it has been abuſed.” 
And what expreſſion has not ? However the abuſe 


may be removed, and at the ſame time the uſe re- 


main. Above all, be ſure to retain the important 
ſenſe which is couched under that expreffion. All 
the bleſſings I enjoy, all I hope for, in time and 
in eternity, are given wholly and ſolely for the 
ſake of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered for 
me. 

I would, ſecondly, add a few words, to you 
who are fond of theſe expreflions. And per- 
mit me to aſk, Do not I allow enough? What 
can any reaſonable man deſire more ? I allow the 
whole ſenſe which you contend for: that we have 
every bleffing through the righteouſneſs of God our 
ſaviour, I allow you to uſe whatever expreſſions 
you chuſe, 'and that a thouſand times over : 


| Only guarding them againſt that dreadful 


abuſe, which you are as deeply concerned to 
prevent as I am. I myſelf frequently uſe the ex- 
preſſion in queſtion, imputed righteouſneſs: And 
often put this and the like expreſſions into the 
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mouth of a whole congregation. But allow me 
liberty of conſcience herein: Allow me the 
right of private judgment. Allow me to uſe it 
Juſt as often as I judge it preferable to any other 


expreſſion. And be not angry with me if I cannot 


Judge it proper, to uſe any one expreſſion every 
two minutes. You may if you pleaſe: but do 
not condemn me, becauſe I do not. Do not, 
for this, repreſent me as a Papiſt, or, „an enemy 
to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt.” Bear with me, as 


I do with you: elſe how ſhall we fulfil the law of © 


Chriſt? Do not make tragical outcries, as tho' [ 


was © Subverting the very foundations of Chriſ- 


tianity.” Whoever does this, does me much 


wrong : the Lord Jay it not to his charge! I lay, 


and have done for many years, the very ſame 
foundation with you. And indeed other foundation 
can no man lay, than that which is laid, even Jeſus 
Chriſt, I build inward: and outward holinets 
thereon, as you do, even by faith. Do not 
therefore ſuffer any diſtaſte or unkindneſs, no, 
not any ſhyneſs or coldneſs in your heart. If 
there were @ difference of opinion, where is our re- 
ligion, if we cannot hint and let thinks What 
hinders, but you may forgive me, as caſily as J 
may forgive you? How much more, when there is 
only a difference of expreſſion ® Nay, hardly ſo much 
as That? All the diſpute being only, whether a 
particular mode of expreſſion, ſhall be uſed more or leſs 
frequently? Surely we muſt earneſtly defire to, con- 


tend with one another, before we can make this a 


bone of contention! O let us not any more, for 
ſuch very trifles as theſe, give our common ene- 
mies room to blaſpheme ! Rather let us at length 


cut. 
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cut off occaſion from them that ſeek occaſion ! 
Let us at length (O why was it not done before?) 
join hearts and hands in the ſervice of our Great 
Maſter. As we have one Lord, one faith, one hope 
of our calling, let us all ſtrengthen each others 
hands in God, and with one heart and one mouth 
declare to all mankind, the Lord our righteouſneſs. 
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